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spirit of the years
Now let us vision onward^ till we sight
Famed Milan*s aisles of marble, sun-alight^
And tliere behold^ nnbid^ the Coronation-rite.
The confused tongues of the assembly waste away into distance, till they
are heard but as the babblings of the sea from a high cliff, the scene becoming
small and indistinct therewith. This passes into silence, and the whole
disappears.
SCENE   VI
MILAN.     THE  CATHEDRAL
The interior of the building on a sunny May day.
The walls, arches, and columns are draped in silk fringed with gold. A
gilded throne stands in front of the High Altar. A closely packed assemblage,
attired in every variety of rich fabric and fashion, waits in breathless
expectation.
DUMB SHOW
From a private corridor leading to a door in the aisle the empress
josephine enters, in a shining costume, and diamonds that collect rainbow-
colours from the sunlight piercing the clerestory windows. She is preceded
by princess eliza, and surrounded by her ladies. A pause follows, and
then comes the procession of the emperor, consisting of hussars, heralds,
pages, aides-de-camp, presidents of institutions, officers of state bearing the
insignia of the Empire and of Italy, and seven ladies \\ith offerings. The
emperor himself is in royal robes, wearing the Imperial crown, and carrying
the sceptre. He is followed by ministers and officials of the household.
His gait is rather defiant than dignified, and a bluish pallor overspreads
his face.
He is met by the Cardinal Archbishop caprara aud the clergy, who
burn incense before him as he proceeds towards the throne. Rolling notes
of music burst forth, and loud applause from the congregation.
spirit of the pities
What is the creed that these rich rites disclose ?
spirit of the years
A local cult, called Christianity,
Which the wild dramas of the •wheeling spheres
Include, with divers other such^ in dim
Pathetical and brief parentheses^

